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1 . WE THINK OTTAWAY ARTICLE (REF B) IS GENERALLY A FAIRLY 
BALANCED PICTURE OF CONDITIONS IN GHANA BUT WE WOULD 
ARGUE AGAINST HIS ASSERTION THAT QUESTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
AND CIVIL LIBERTIES IS NOW "A BURNING ISSUE" HERE. WE 
BELIEVE THAT WHILE GHANA BAR ASSOCIATION AND SOME 
ARTICULATE PROFESSIONALS DO FEEL STRONGLY ABOUT ISSUE 
(CHIEFLY BECAUSE THEY HAVE TROUBLE GETTING THEIR 
ANTI-UNION GOVERNMENT VIEWS ACROSS TO PUBLIC), VAST 
MASS OF CITIZENS IN GHANA REMAINS APATHETIC. HOWEVER, 

WE ENDORSE OTTAWA Y'S CONCLUSION THAT RELATIVE TO STATE 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN OTHER AFRICAN COUNTRIES, GHANA CANNOT 
BE DESCRIBED AS A SERIOUS OFFENDER ON THIS SCORE. 

2. WHETHER 450 PRISONERS AT NSAWAN PRISON ARE REALLY 
POLITICAL DETAINEES OR PRIMARILY COMMON CRIMINALS 
REMAINS UNCLEAR. AT JANUARY 10 PRESS CONFERENCE, HEAD 
OF STATE DENIED THERE ARE ANY POLITICAL PRISONERS IN 
GHANA (REF C). AMBASSADOR DISCUSSED PRECISELY THIS 
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QUESTION AT LENGTH JANUARY 16 WITH ATTORNEY-GENERAL 
KORANTENG-DDOW (REF D). LATTER SAID THAT ALMOST ALL 
THE DETAINEES AT NSAWAM ARE HARDENED CRIMINALS WHO ARE 
BEING DETAINED TO PROTECT SOCIETY. HE COULD THINK, 

HE SAID, OF ONLY ONE OR TWO GENUINE POLITICAL PRISONERS, 

BOTH IMPLICATED IN A MAY 1977 COUP PLOT. WE 
CONSIDER THAT ATTORNEY GENERAL WAS TELLING US WHAT 
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HE BELIEVED TO BE THE TRUTH. INDEED, WITHIN A DAY OR 
SO AFTER THE MEETING (HELD TO DISCUSS, INTER ALIA, 

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL INQUIRY INTO CASE OF A MR. Nil 
ASHONG), ATTORNEY GENERAL SHOWED POLOFF A CONFIDENTIAL 
DOCUMENT FROM SUPREME MILITARY COUNCIL (SMC) INDICATING 
THAT ASHONG WAS BEING HELD FOR HIS ACTIVITIES IN A 
PURSE-SNATCHING RING, AND NOT FOR POLITICAL REASONS. 

IT IS OF COURSE POSSIBLE THAT ON THIS OR OTHER 
CASES ATTORNEY GENERAL MAY BE MISINFORMED BY SMC OR 
MAY NOT RECEIVE ACCURATE INFORMATION FROM POLICE 
OFFICIALS ON OFFENSES OF DETAINEES, BUT ON BALANCE WE 
DO NOT THINK HE WOULD KNOWINGLY LIE TO US. 

3. AN EMBASSY OFFICER PLANS TO MEET AGAIN WITH GHANA 
BAR ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT ADUMA-BOSSMAN IN NEAR FUTURE 
TO EXAMINE ANY EVIDENCE HE HAS THAT DETAINEES ARE 
ACTUALLY POLITICAL PRISONERS. ATTORNEY GENERAL TOLD US 
FRANKLY THAT MANY OF THESE INDIVIDUALS HAD BEEN ROUNDED 
UP IN OTHER PARTS OF GHANA AND LATER IMPRISONED IN 
ACCRA AREA; IN SOME CASES, HE SAID, PROPER AUTHORITIES 
MAY NOT HAVE BEEN NOTIFIED FORMALLY AND THUS THE 
NECESSARY PREVENTIVE DETENTION DECREES MAY NOT HAVE 
BEEN ISSUED. IT THEREFORE SEEMS TO US THAT WHILE SOME 
OF THESE PRISONERS ARE PROBABLY BEING HELD ILLEGALLY 
FROM A TECHNICAL POINT OF VIEW (SINCE THEY ARE NOT ALL 
COVERED BY SPECIFIC DECREES UNDER THE PREVENTIVE 
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DETENTION ACT), THEY SHOULD NOT AUTOMATICALLY BE 
CONSIDERED POLITICAL PRISONERS ON THIS GROUND ALONE. 

IT IS REASONABLE TO BELIEVE THEIR IRREGULAR STATUS 
MAY BE DUE TO ADMINISTRATIVE INEFFICIENCY. ATTORNEY 
GENERAL SAID THAT APPROXIMATELY 200 OF THE PRISONERS 
WILL BE RELEASED SHORTLY, AFTER HAVING BEEN HELD FOR 
SOME YEARS AND HOPEFULLY REFORMED. SMITH 
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